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What is Pragmatics? 

Crystal ( 1997) defines it as “language 
from the point of view of users, 

especially of the choices they make…using 
language in social interaction”



What is Pragmatics? 

Pragmatics is “the study of linguistic acts 
and the contexts in which they are 

performed” 

       (Stalnaker, 1972)  



Difference between 
semantics and  

pragmatics 

Semantics corresponds 

to linguistically encoded 

meaning, while 

pragmatics to any 

context-dependent 

meaning.



Why shall we teach 
pragmatics? 

 Social norms

Cultural 
 conventions

Context-specific  
language use

Blum-Kulka (1986) 



Three approaches to 
study pragmatic failure 

Miscommunication research 

Contrastive pragmatics 

Interlanguage pragmatics

Kasper, 1981; Blum-Kulka, 1982; Schmidt, 1983; Olshtain & Cohen, 1989



Grice’s theory of Implicature  



Types of Inference 

particularized conversational  

generalized conversational  

presupposition  

entailment 



Activities 

For each pair of sentences, identify the likely implicature carried by reply 

For each of the sentences in determine what inference is most likely to be triggered by the 

statement  

For each of the examples, determine whether the inference triggered by the statement  

Kearns, 2000



Speech Act Theory (Searle, 1975)



 Felicity Conditions Theory (Austin,1962)



Activities 

For each of the following indirect speech acts, identify both the literal and primary act.   
[young woman to man who has just proposed to her]  
I hope that we can always remain friends.  
The speech act = refusal 

Based on conditions for requests, and using your own examples, try to form one indirect request for each of the 
following strategies.  

Direct Request: "Can you proofread my essay for me?" 
Indirect Request (Convention + Shared Interest): "I know you have a strong eye for detail and a passion for 
literature. I would appreciate any feedback you could provide on my writing." 



Resources and materials

amazy.uk 

nearpod.com 

eddpuzzle.com 

chat.openai.com 

twee.com 

https://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/teaching-pragmatics

http://amazy.uk
http://nearpod.com
http://eddpuzzle.com
http://chat.openai.com
http://twee.com
https://americanenglish.state.gov/resources/teaching-pragmatics


Thank you! 


