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A definition

Digital Storytelling is the modern expression of the

ancient art of storytelling. Throughout history,

storytelling has been used to share knowledge,

wisdom, and values. Stories have taken many

different forms. Stories have been adapted to each

successive medium that has emerged, from the

circle of the campfire to the silver screen, and now

the computer screen.”

– The Digital Storytelling Association 
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Multimodal Texts

Human communication is multimodal
Voice + facial expressions
Written content + format

Image + sound
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Telling a meaningful text

q Intention:  author�s perspective and insights

q Threading:  which data and events will add value and in which sequence

q Engagement strategies:  let the audience recognize some patterns and 

situations, let people identify themselves with characters, stimulate

emotion through sensory clues (sound track, light, colour…)



q Use of media
­ Text, TEXT, Text

­ Visuals

­ Music

­ Video

­ Voice

q Digital method shares with a wider audience

q The storytelling format makes the case 
▪ more convincing

▪ create a connection to the audience

What is digital storytelling
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1. Enhance lessons,  developing higher order thinking skills

2. Appeals to diverse learning styles

3. Assign research to require a point of view

4. Practice communication skills

5. Entice writing skills

6. Engage students to develop a meaningful voice

7. Encourage technology skills

Why Digital Storytelling in ELT
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Why Digital Storytelling in ELT
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1. A point of view

2. A dramatic question

3. Emotional content

4. Economy

5. Pacing

6. The gift of your voice

7. An accompanying soundtrack

The seven elements of Digital Storytelling
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1. Personal Narratives 
• Character stories 
• Memorial stories 
• Stories about events or places in our lives
• Stories about what we do 
• Recovery & discovery stories
• Love Stories 

2. Examination of Historical Themes and Events 
• Explore and depict a historical theme or event.
• Require students to research a topic
• Use informational & media literacy skills

3. Stories that Inform or Instruct
• Curriculum content which delivers information
• Motivational/Inspirational 
• Testimonial

Types of Digital Storytelling
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A Comparative Analysis:
Traditional and Digital 
Storytelling
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Storytelling is the oldest form of education

After God had created heaven 

heaven created earth

earth created ditches

ditches created mud

mud created the worm

…

. 
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A comparative analysis: Traditional and Digital Storytelling

» Oral Tradition

» Imagination and Interaction

» Cultural Significance

» Limited Reach

» Multimedia Elements

» Global Accessibility

» Interactivity and Participation

» Flexible Formats

Traditional Storytelling Digital Storytelling
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The Power of Digital 
Storytelling
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Key Benefits of Digital Storytelling

1. Engagement and Motivation

2. Critical Thinking and Communication

3. Digital Literacy and Technical Skills

4. Personal Expression and Reflection

5. Preparation for the Digital Age
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Some examples from the classroom

1. Frankenstein

2. The crazy fish
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Developing Employability 
Skills Through Digital 
Storytelling
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Developing Employability Skills

6. Adaptability 

5. Communication & 
Presentation Skills

2.  Collaboration

3. Creativity & 
Innovation

4.  Research & 
Information Literacy

7. Technological 
Competence

1. Critical Thinking

Digital 
Storytelling
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Best Practices for Digital 
Storytelling
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» Multimedia Elements

» Narrative Structure

» Interactive Elements

» Visual Design

» Audience Considerations

Creating an effective digital story 
comprises: 

www.trinitycollege.it



www.trinitycollege.it

Digital Storytelling Tools

https://edshelf.com/shelf/joycevalenza-digital-storytelling-tools/

132 different tools



Digital Storytelling and AI



Integrating Digital Storytelling
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Morra, S. (8). Steps to great digital storytelling. Edtechteacher. Access mode: 
http://edtechteacher. org/8-stepsto-great-digitalstorytelling-from-samantha-on-
edudemic/(11.11. 2017). In English.

Integrating digital storytelling goes beyond

knowing the tools. It's about implementing a 

well-paced plan that outlines objectives and 

expectations, empowering students to learn

through this creative process.



Digital Storytelling for CLIL



Digital Storytelling for CLIL in a primary school



planning/organisation

practising English presentation skills

personalisation
self-evaluation

self-management
engages thinking skills

problem solving

Trinity’s Exam Suites 
GESE (2-skills)
ISE (4-skills): 

Digital Storytelling develops employability skills

Tests
that assess 

in the contexts of 
Employability skills



Trinity Exams

DramaMusicEnglish Language

Speech and Drama

Acting

Performance arts

Musical Theatre

Rock & Pop

Classica & Jazz

Music Theory

Music Diplomas

Music Certificates 

Trinity Stars

Trinity GESE

Trinity ISE

TESOL
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One of the reasons that digital
stories fit so well with today’s
students is that they incorporate 
the skills, tools, and practices
that resonate with 
contemporary learners.

- Michael Searson
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The power of digital storytelling 
in the contemporary classroom



Q&A

manuela.kelly.calzini@trinitycollege.it

letizia.cinganotto@gmail.com


