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My Background 

https://elt.oup.com/teachers/teachingyll/?cc=gb&selLanguage=en

https://elt.oup.com/teachers/teachingyll/?cc=gb&selLanguage=en


The future 



Children as social actors: New Childhood 
Studies  (James and Prout, 1997)
•A perspective change from considering children as 

passive and vulnerable objects to active, capable 
subjects;
•Children are experts of their own lives; 
• If children’s perspectives are sought, they need to be 

acted on and taken seriously;
•Children can become co-researchers and even 

researchers in their own right;







Article 12: [it requires states to].. assure to 
the child who is capable of forming his or 
her own views the rights to express those 
views freely, on all matters affecting the 
child, and make sure that the views of the 
child are being given due consideration in 
accordance with the age and maturity of the 
child





Research on, about, with and by children and young people ( 
based on Kellett, 2010)

On 
Children are passive, unknowing 
objects

About
Attempt to understand children but 
still from an adult perspective  

With 
Children are partners in research 

By   
Research conducted entirely by 
children

Types of roles 



Your own conceptions of 
children: what is my image 

of the child? 



What is research? Who does research? 



Research with ‘r’ and ‘R’ ; the role of research 
in teaching and learning; 

• Exploring things, finding answers;
• Exploring things systematically;
• Types of research 
• Academic research;
• Teacher research (such as different types of action 

research and exploratory practice);
• Children’s research (research undertaken by children) 



Learner involvement: 
§ Learners can be involved at different stages of the process:
§ Helping to ask novel research questions;
§ Designing data collection tools for others; 
§ Interviewing each other; 
§ Analysing data;
§ Writing a report;
§ Disseminating findings;  Less 

involvement 

A little more 
involvement 

More and 
more 
involvement 
over time 





The project in India

•Partner institution: University of Delhi,
•A group of 25 teachers and 
upwards 800 children;
•Mentors and teachers; 
•A series of workshops; 
•Facebook group community;



How  does it work in practice? 

• Learners make 
choices;

• Initiate activities; 
• Suggest content;
• Attend conferences 

with us;
• Progress on the 

continuum of 
becoming 
researchers; 



Exploring their classroom and own learning as 
co-researchers 
• Children chose to create English 

book corner;
• Readers chose books to read and 

took notes ( were free to choose 
or put books back)
• Children volunteered telling 

stories they read for the class;
• Children designed a 

questionnaire to explore what 
was learnt in the project; they 
reported the results;





TEACHERS’ feedback  

•Change reported in learners
•Changing views about teaching and learning
•Good bond between teacher and learners
•Overcoming SE differences
•Under-resourced and yet rich classrooms
•Understanding about research and own 
development



Changing views about teaching 
and learning 

I learnt that they (the children) are the 
best teachers who will teach me how 
to reach them;



Change reported in learners

My children now will not accept anything ready-
made: they want to do things for themselves;

In my class the children themselves will not let 
me stop after this project; they have gained 
confidence and they have also become more 
proficient in English; 



Good bond between teacher and 
learners
Writing in English in class helps me to understand 
them better, it is not just about English it is about 
our relationships, and it is about life, their lives 
and a good bond between us. The children wrote 
to their parents, they wrote letters to me they 
wrote chapters of their ideal textbook and wrote 
about the interviews they conducted with real 
people such as rag pickers and rickshaw drivers. 



Overcoming SE differences

Now, I can plan an environment where learning 
happens. I am participating as part of the learning 
community. I am able to involve all the students in 
learning activities and even with so much difference 
in our socio economic background we relate well to 
each other. Now I can see myself professionally and 
personally growing.



Under-resourced and yet rich classrooms 
Earlier I was not satisfied even though I always planned 
according to my students’ interests. But I did everything and 
I decided everything… Still many students were not involved 
and I was not happy about their performance… then I 
started the project and asked them what they wanted to 
learn. They had many ideas, class newspaper, puppets, 
making a washing machine, and others. Earlier I thought a 
lack of material resources was an obstacle in my class. Now I 
realise I have a lot of resource in my class and the children 
bring ideas, scrap materials, and their imagination. This time 
the students make decisions and everyone is involved. 



Understanding about research and 
own L2 development;

I was lacking before in understanding, I did not 
have, but with all that reading, now and I have 
started doing things.

The most important thing for me is whenever I 
listen to such things whenever I attend a seminar, I 
feel that I have got words to my expression;
because of the theory I have got some words to 
my expression; 





Open University Children’s Research Centre 





Children working as 
novice researchers: a 
research club in a UK 

primary school  



Children doing their own research 

• Local UK primary school;
• A group of 8 mixed ability 
year 5 children (4 boys/4 girls); 
4 of them EAL; 
• Friday afternoon research club;
• 6 sessions (one hour and a half each);
• Learning about questionnaires, 
• designing, administering and 
• analysing own data;   



Children becoming researchers 
• Inspired them with child research from the Internet;
• Taught some research terminology and practised these 

through games;
• Experienced filling in a questionnaire;
• Designed own questionnaire (computer) and distributed  it 

at school;
• Analysed data;
• Completed presentations (using computers, mp3 players and 

I-pads).



A CHILD FRIENDLY QUESTIONNAIRE





A questionnaire by children







What the children said:
( S1 D) I expected for you to do it all, we tell you some ideas but then you write it all, all very 
complicated; that is what I thought.

(S 8 N): At the beginning I thought I did not like this because I am not very good at English but I 
made this questionnaire with my friend, A, and it was well, not hard and I really liked it. 

( S6 H ) We learnt a lot of things, like ethics, data collection, pie charts, research questions and 
questionnaires and also interviews, which is what we are having now!

(S7 H) We were excited when we got them [the questionnaires] back;

( S1 D) Very much enjoyed the computer work…The best thing was that you let us go on the 
computer and we could write our own questionnaire.
(S4 O )Really enjoyed making the bar charts, that feeling when finally you finish the bar chart and 
it comes up, and there is a massive explosion and that is the best. 

(S 3D) We are very much proud especially because we did most of it alone. I would like to do some 
more.
(S5 B) Yes, I would like to do it again, times 20 million!



Possible investigations in any language classroom
• What strategies do groups of students use for learning new 

vocabulary?
• How do we best learn new vocabulary? 
• How do  children in this class use dictionaries?
• How much extra time girls and boys in my class spend on practising 

English outside school? 
• How much time do 10, 12 and 14 year olds in my school spend reading 

English online? 
• Which sites are the most popular ones for each age group? Why?
• OTHERS?



‘Isn’t this just good child-centred teaching or 
project work?’



Summary: the future 

•Children as researchers and 21st

century skills 
•Children as researchers and 
autonomous learning 



Thank you!
Annamaria.pinter@warwick.ac.uk
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